this had been dabbed with a thin, brownish ink, en-
tirely different from the viscous black ink used for
printing on a press. Only one side of each leaf could
be used by this method, so that the first printed
page was followed by two blanks and then by two
printed pages. The books produced in this way
which have survived to the present day appear to
have been made about 1470, but it is probable that
the method had been used much earlier.

The BIBLIA PAUPERUM, or Poor Man's Bible,
was the work most frequently issued as a block
book. It was presumably in demand as a help for
unlearned preachers who found its pictures of the
life of Christ with parallel Old Testament episodes,
with appropriate texts, useful. Other similar works
were the Art of Dying, the Song of Songs as a
parable of the Blessed Virgin, the Apocalypse,
the Speculum or Mirror of Man's Salvation, and
the Coming of Antichrist.

The first books with woodcut pictures and typo-
graphic text were issued by ALBRECHT PFISTER of
Bamberg. His type was that of the Thirty-six-line
Bible, and some of his books are dated 1461. Seven
have survived, and of these seven, five are in the
vernacular. They are a Donatus (known from
two leaves, slightly mutilated); Bonar," Edelstein "
(two editions, one copy of each); " Die historij von
Joseph, Danielis, Judith, Hester" (dated 1462, two
copies); Ackermann von Boehmen, "Der Licht-
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